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TRANSFORMING ENERGY:

SPOTLIGHT ON SMALL ISLAND
DEVELOPING STATES (SIDS)

EVENT DETAILS

TITLE: Transforming Energy: Spotlight on Small Island
Developing States (SIDS)

DATE: Tuesday 5 October 2021

TIME: 10:00 - 15:00 GST

VENUE: The Nexus for People & Planet

IAW PARTNERS: UAE Ministry of Climate Change

and Environment, DP World

CO-CURATE PARTNERS: |RENA, ADFD, Masdar, Office
of the UAE Special Envoy
for Climate Change
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EVENT SUMMARY

The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), the Government of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development (ADFD) and Masdar are
hosting this event focused on improving access to finance in Small Island Developing
States (SIDS). SIDS are among the most vulnerable countries to the effects of climate
change and yet are often dependent on imported fossil fuels for their energy needs.

The event will be a moment of recognition for the clean energy transition efforts in
SIDS so far and a catalyst for action when it comes to project financing. In particular,
the event will celebrate SIDS for making firm climate commitments as well as funders,
including the UAE, for the many initiatives that have supported the clean energy
transition in SIDS.

In addition to SIDS representatives, who will be given the centre stage, the event will
bring together key stakeholders who have championed the clean energy transition by
developing renewable energy solutions in SIDS.

TIME ACTIVITY
10:00 - 10:30 Registration
10:30 - 10:45 Welcome and Opening Remarks

The introduces the key themes in the transition to renewable
energy by Small Island Developing States (SIDs). It will frame
the event as a moment of recognition for the clean energy
transition efforts in SIDS so far and a catalyst for action
when it comes to project financing.

H.E. Francesco La Camera will provide opening remarks,
followed by keynote speeches by:

A H.E. Abdulla Shahid, President of the 76th United Nations
General Assembly and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Maldives.

A H.E. Everly Paul Chet Greene, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
International Trade and Immigration, Antigua and
Barbuda.

The role of the MC for the Transforming Energy in Small
Island Developing States section of the day will be played by
Ms. Arieta Gonelevu Rakai, Programme Officer (Lead),
Lighthouses Initiative, IRENA.
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TIME ACTIVITY

10:45 - 11:30 Country Interventions & Videos

11:30 - 11:35 IRENA and ADFD Video on Supporting Energy Transition in
SIDS

Short video showcasing successes from the previous IRENA
— ADFD facility by the event co-curators.

11:35 - 12:35 Advancing the Renewable Energy Transition in SIDS:
Challenges, Opportunities and COP26

The session will gather the following high-level leaders from
SIDS to discuss the state of the renewable energy
transformation, including the biggest challenges and
opportunities. Speakers will also discuss the hopes and
expectations of SIDS ahead of COP26 in Glasgow, UK.

1 H.E. Molwyn Joseph, Minister of Health, Wellness &
The Environment, Antigua and Barbuda.

1 H.E. Aminath Shauna, Minister of Environment, Climate
Change & Technology, Maldives.

1 H.E. Damilola Ogunbiyi, CEO and UN Special
Representative of the Secretary General for
Sustainable Energy for All.

1 H.E. Georges Pierre Lesjongard, Minister of Energy
and Public Utilities, Mauritius.

bl H.E. Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi, Chief Executive
Officer, Masdar.

The session will be moderated by Ms. Gauri Singh, Deputy
Director-General, IRENA.
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12:35 - 13:20 Renewable Energy Project Financing in SIDS

This panel discussion will focus on project financing, private
sector investments and the role of governments in creating
an enabling environment for renewable energy projects. It
aims to facilitate pivotal conversations on cross-sector
collaboration when it comes to the clean energy transition in
SIDS, with a special focus on project financing and
engagement between investors and implementers.

The participating panelists include:

1 Dr. Rhianna Neely-Murphy, Director of the
Environmental Protection Department, The Bahamas

1 Dr. D. Jagatheesa Pandian, Vice President, Investment
Operations, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank.

1 Dr. Mike Allen, Special Envoy for Renewable Energy,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, New Zealand,
and Executive Director, Geothermal.

1 Mr. Ahmed Badr, Director of Project Facilitation &

Support, IRENA.

Mr. Paul Makumbe, CEO, Sunergise

Mr. Ahmed Alturbak, Chief Economist, Abu Dhabi Fund

for Development

1 Ms. Andreia Carriero, Advisor to the Deputy Minister
and Secretary of State for Energy, Portugal.
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The session will be moderated by H.E. Diann Black-Layne,
Director of the Department of Environment, Antigua and
Barbuda.

13:20 —13:30 Closing Remarks
Finally, closing remarks will be delivered by H.E Mariam bint

Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri, the UAE Minister of Climate
Change & Environment.

13:30 - 15:00 Lunch & Networking
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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

H.E Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri
Minister of Climate Change & Environment
UAE

Her Excellency Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri is appointed as the Minister of Climate Change and
Environment of the UAE. In this capacity, she leads the Ministry’s mission of spearheading the UAE's drive to
mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change, protect the country’s ecosystems, and enhance its food and
water security through developing and implementing effective measures, policies, and initiatives.

Prior to her current role, Her Excellency Mariam Almheiri was appointed as Minister of State for Food and Water
Security. Her responsibilities included monitoring national food stocks and water supply, channeling investments in
food and water technology innovation, and building international partnerships in this area.

Previously, Her Excellency Mariam Almbheiri held the post of Minister of State for Food Security, where she oversaw
the development of the necessary infrastructure to achieve the country’s food security objectives in line with the

UAE Centennial 2071.
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H.E. FRANCESCO LA CAMERA
Director-General, The International
Renewable Energy Agency

Mr. Francesco La Camera is the Director-General of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). He has
more than thirty years of experience in the fields of climate, sustainability, and international cooperation.
He formerly served as D|rector General of Sustainable DeveIopment Enwronmental Damage EU and International

partnershlps agreements with a wide range of countrles partlcularly deveIoplng countries.

Mr. La Camera is widely credited with having spearheaded international cooperation on issues related to climate
change and the environment. He played a key role in bringing together multilateral organisations to develop joint
initiatives designed to implement the Paris Agreement and the Sustainable Development Goals. He has also
coordinated a number of national strategies including on sustainable development, green finance and fossil fuel
subsides among other things.

H.E. ABDULLA SHAHID
President, United Nations General Assembly and Minister of
Foreign Affairs for the Maldives

Abdulla Shahid has served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs for the Maldives since 2018. He is currently the
President of the United Nations General Assembly. Shahid is the first Maldivian politician to become the President
of the General Assembly.

Shahid served as the Speaker of the People’s Majlis of the Maldives from 2009 to 2014 and played a key role in the
Maldives’ transition to democracy in 2008. Abdulla Shahid is a member of MDP and is the parliament member for
Henveiru Uthuru.

Prior to his role as an MP, Shahid served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 1984, eventually becoming Director.



